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The Indian Nauonal Flag represents the nopes and aspirations of wie people of Intiz, ‘

. It is the symbol .of our -national pride. Over the last five decades, several people Including

members of armed forces have ungrudgingly lald down thelr lives to keep the tricolour fiying
Inits fuli glory. - : : '

There Is universal affection and respect far, and loyalty to, the National Flag. Yel, &
perceptible lack of awareness .Is often noticed, not only amongst pedple but aiso in the

.organisations/agendes of the govemniment, In regard to laws, practices and conventions. thet

apply to the display of the Natlanal Flag: Apart from non-statutory instructipns ssued by the -

+ Govemment from time to time, display of the National Flag is governed by the provistons &
- the Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 (No.12 of 1950) and ths - -

Prevention.of Inisults to National Honour Act, 1971 (No.. 69 of 1971). Flag Code of India, 2002
is 'an attempt to bring together all such laws, conventions, pmcﬁces and instructions for the

guldance and benefit of all concemed.

For the sake of convenience, Flag Code of India, 2002, has been divided into thres
parts. Part I of the Code contalns general description of the National Flag. Part IT of the Cedz -
is devated to the display of the Nationa! Flag by members. of public, private organizaticns,
educational institutions, etc. Part 11 of the Code relates to display of the National Flag by

. Central and State governments and thelr drganisations and agendes.

. Flag Code of Indla, 2002, takes effect from Jandary 26, 2002 &nd supersedes the ‘Fag

© Code - India’ as it existed,
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the design of Ashigka Cidkra in ndvy blue caiour with 24 equally spacad 5Pokés, The Ashioka
Chalrs SHafl preferably be aa prifted otherwisa o nGiléc Tite
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1.2 . Yhe _National .Flig ¢

1.3  The National Flag shall be rectangutas 1n Shapie. The ratio of the fength to the height
(width) of the Flag shall.be 3:2, _ :

"1.4  The standard sizes of the National Flag sHall be as follows:-
.- . Flag Stze No. -." ‘Dintenslonsin mn
3680 x Ja00

oy

| 2700°X 18060

© 1800 X 1200

© 1350 X 900
800" X 600" -
450 X 300

. 225 X 150
150 X 100

VO NN BN

S K- épisfbpnaté size should be chiosr for display. The flags of 450300 mm éi;:é; are
~ dntended for aircrafts of Vvip filghts, 235%150 mm size for MOtor-cats and 150X134 mem &ixs

The Natlonal f India shall be made. of hand ‘spur and hand woven -
WOol/aottet/sitk khadi bunting, , o . .

s
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2.1 There shail pe no restriction on the display of the Rational Flag oy
members of ‘general public, private organizations, educational lastitutions, et
except 1o the extent provided in the Emblems angd Names (Prevention of Improper Usel
Act, 1850* and -

. ' ’ ¢

*The Emblems ang Names (Preveation of Improper Usej Act; 1950.

Section 2: In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:- -

@) (a) ‘emblem* m‘eansv any ‘embleni, seal, ﬁag, insignia, coatfal’.-an';xs o .

pictorial representation specitied in the Schedule.

Section 3: Nohv/thstand/‘ng anything contained in a_hy law for the time being in force, no

person shali, except In such cases and under such conditions as mey b
prescribed by the Centrat Gov_ernment, use, or continue to use, for the
burpose of any trade, business, calling or professio, , Or in the titie of amy
patent, or in any trade mark of des/gn, any name cremblem specified In the
Schedule or any colourable imitation’ thereof without the previous permission
of the Central Government or of such officer of Government as may he
authorised in this behalf by the Centrat Government.,

NOTE: The Indian National Flag has been speciried as an emblem ja the Scheduie ty
the Act, ‘ .
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the Pravénton of Insults to National Honolir Act, 1971** and any other law enacted

(i)

UL

()

issued by the Govemmert;

~on the subject. keeping in view the provisions of the aforementlonec Acts -

() the Flag shall not be used for cofamancial purposes In violation of the Emblem

and Names (Prevention.of Improper Use) Act, 1950;
the Flag shall not be dipped In salute to any person of thing;

the Fiag shall nét be flown at Haff-mast except on occasions on which the Flag

is flown at half-mast on public bulldings" in accordance with the instructions .

s
b

the Flag shall not be ysed as a driipery In ahy forrn Whatsoéver, ;ncﬁu&fng )

-

private funerals; -

o i

=% The Prevention of Ir(suh:s to Natlodal Horour At, 1671

Section 2:  Whoever-.In any public place or in any other place within public view

W)

i
{vit)

burns, mutilates, defaces, deflles; ‘disfigures, destroys, tramples upon
or otherwise btings intd contempt (Wi
written, or by acts) the Indlan National Fiag ......... or any part thereof,
shall be piinished with imprisonment for 2 tékh Which may extend to
three years, or with fine,o¢ with both. o -

Expfanation 1. = Commenf; expressing difapprobation or criticlsm
of....... the Indian Natlonal Flag o. of any measures of the Bavernment
with-a view to 0btain .....or- ar alteration of the Indfan National Flag
by lawful means 8o not coitstitute afr offence under this section.

Explandtion 2. - The expression “Indian Natfbhal Flag” includes any.
picture, painting, drawing - of photograph, or other visible
representation OF the Indian National Flag, or of ahy p&it or parts
thereof, made bf aniy substance br represented on any sulstafce.

Expianation 3. - The expression ‘public place™ reaiis any pléce
irftended for- Use by, or accessible to, the public ind inclutes any

public cofiveyance.

the Flag shall not be used as & portion of coftunie of unlform of aay
description - nof shall 1t B& embroidered or pridted upon cushians,
handkerchiefs, napkins or any dress material;

lettering of any kind shall not berput upon the Flag;

the Flag sﬁé%l not be»use,cf a5 a receptaclé for fecaiving, delivering, hétding or
cartylhg anythifig; : ' )

" provided that there shatl be no _ot;jéct“ic‘“f_\f,_.t%gegbxng,;ﬁnggt; pétals inside the

(Vi)

)

)

Fiag before 1t Is unfurled as pétt of celebrations o
National Days like the Republic Day and the Indepehdencd Day;

: #5 off spediat odtasions arid on

when used of octaslons like uhvelling of a statue, thé Flag shall be displyed
distinctly ang separately &nd & shall nat ba used as a coveriig for the statuz
or monument; '

lite Fiag +hall not be-osed to cover 2 speaker's desk nof shall it be Graped over ’

a speaker’s. platform;

whether by words, elther spoken ar

P
A
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2.2

the iiag shall not be intenticrally aliowed to touch the ground or the fioor of
trail in water; . : " T '

the ﬁag shall not be draped over the hood,"top, sides or back ol & vehicle,
train, boat or an alrcraft;

the Flag shall not be used asz‘a covering for a building; and
the Flag shall not be intentlonauyl dlsplé:yed with the “saffron” down.

A member of public, a private organization or an educationa! institution may

holst/dispiay the National Flag on ali days and occasions, ceremoviial or otherwise.
Consistent with the dignity and honour of the National Flag - :

M

(1))
ity

(V) .

™)

o

whenever ‘cﬁe ‘National - Flag s displayed, it should o’ccuby the posttion of
honour and should be distinctly placed; L _ ,

z damaged or dishevelled Flag should not be displayed;

the Flag should not be flown from a single masthead simultaneously with any
other flag or flags; : :

the Flag. should not be flown on any vehicle except in accordance with the
provisions contained in Section IX.of Part HI of this Code;

when the Flag Is displayed ona spéa.ker’s platfofm, it should be flown on the
speaker’s right as he faces the audience or flat against the wall; above and
behind the speaker;

when the'Flag is diéplayed flat .and horizontal on a wall, the saffron band
should be upper most and when displayed vertically, ihe saffron band shail be
on the right with reference to the Flag (i.e. left to the person facing the Flag);

to the extent possible, th'e Flag should conform to the specifications prescribed
in Part I of this Code:. '

no other flag or bunting should be placed higher than or above or side by side
with the National Flag; nor should any object including flowers or garlands o
emblem be placed on or above the Flag-mast from which the Flag is flown;

the Flag should not be used as a festoon, rosette or bunting or in any other
manner for decoration; ' : : ’

the Flég made of paper may be waved b\/ public on occaslons of important
national, cuttural and sports events. However, such paper Flags should not be
discarded or thrown on the ground after the event. AS far as possible, it should " -

be disposed of i private consistent with the dignity of the Flag;

where the Fiag is d‘i‘splayed in open, It should, as far as possible, be flown from
sunrise to sunseft, irrespective of weather conditions;

the Flag should not be displayed or fastened in apyf manner as may damage It;
when the Flag is In & damaged or soiled condition, 1t shall be destroyed &s &
’

in
whole In private, preferably by burning.or by any other methad consistent with
the dignity of the Flag. . . ’



SECTION 1

23 e Ratlonal Flag may pe hoiSted in educgtiong| stitutions  (sengag,
cpneges, Sports @mps, scout Cimps, ete.) to Inspire respect for the Flag. A mode! gar-
of Instructions for Quidanca ig glven below ( '

(1) The School wilt assemble in opert square formation with pupils fo‘rming the
! es e F anty TAurts

T PUpils wilf fay acceiting ¢ Classes ariq squads of tan (or other numbes
=0ording to strenqr ' Will B& dfragpe,

(1)) The distance betwaen each row should be at 168$E Bne pace (3¢ Inches): ang
the space between Form ang Fotm shoutg be the Satne. .

{v) When each Form or Class IS ready, the Class leader vyt step forwarg ang
saluta the selected school pugil ledder, AS soan ag all the Forms are ~'fééqy~,‘due
School pupll feager Will step yp the Héadmastet- and . salyfe him. The
eadmaster Wil return the salute. Then, the Flag will ba unfufied, The School

PUpil leader may assist, )

) 'Tb‘e School Pupil leader in charge of the paragé (or. a'ssémb!y} will call the -

M) The Figg Salutation wi pe followed by the Natignay Anthefm. The parage will

be'kept: at the atterition dufing this patt of the function,

M) od dy 0ciBSions when the plsdge s CokéR, the pledga il follow the Natignaf
Anthem. Wheq taking the pledge the Assernbly Wil stand to attention and the
Heddmaster wi administer e pladge ceremonlously angd the Assemblyy v
‘Tepeat It'after-him,

vy g Pledaing allegiance ty e National ‘Flag, the gractice 1o be adopted in
Schools is as follows:.. .

.1 pledve altegiarice to the Nationa h‘nag;‘and to the Soversign Soclalist Secular
Sermge 1efs. > ' '

Demderatic Repubiic for which it sta
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SECTION [1 '

DEFENCE INSTALLATIONS/HEADS OF MISSIONS/POSTS

3.1 The provisions of this Part shall not apply to Defence Installations that have
their own rule for display of the Natlonal Flag. - o

3.2 The National Flag may also be flown on the Headquarters and the residences
of the Heads of Misslons/Posts abroad Iin the countries where it is customary for
diplomatic and consular representatives to fly their Nationa! Flags oa'the Headquarters
and their official residences. . '

SECTION I
‘OFFICIAL DISPLAY

.33 Subject to the provis‘s‘ons;'cont_:ainé'd in Section I above, it shall be mandatdry

for all Governments and their organisations/agencies to fql!ow the provisions
contained in this Part. ‘

3.4 On all occasions for cofficial display, only the Flag canforming to specifications
laid down by the Bureau of Indian Standards and bearing their standard mark shall ba

.used. On other occasions also,. It is desirable that only such Flags of appropriate size
are flown, ' v

SECTION 111
CORRECT DISPLAY

3.5 Wherever the Flag is flown, it should occupy the position of honour and be
distinctly placed.

3.6 Where the practice is to fly the Flag on.any public building, it shall be flown on
that building on all days. including Sundays and holidays and, except as provided in

_this Code, it shall be flown from sun-rise to sun-set irrespective of weather conditions.

The Flag may be flown on such a building at night also but this shioul:! be only on very
special occasions. ' ‘

3.7 The Flag shall always be hoisted briskly and lowered slowly and

ceremoniously. When the hoisting and the lowering of the Flag is accompanied by
appropriate bugle calls, the holsting and lowering should be simultaneous with the
bugle calls. '

3.8 ‘When the Flag Is displayed from a staﬁ'projedlhg horizodtally or at an anglé
from a windowsill, balcony, or front of a building, the saffron band shall be at the
farther end of the staff. . .

3.9 When the Flag is displaved flat and horizontal on a wall, the saffron band shall

* be upper most and when displayed vertically, the saffron band shall be to the right

with reference to the Flag, i.e., it may be to the left of a person facing it.



3.40  When the Flag is displayed on a speaket’s platform, it shall be flown en & statf

on the speaker’s right as he {.2€s the audience or flat agalast the wall above ang
Bahind the speaker. v ‘

3.11 When used on occasions like the urvelling of a statue, the Flag shall be
displayed distinctly and separately. )

3.12 “When the Flag Is displayed aloné on a motor car, it shall be flown from a staff;

which should be affixed firmly etther on the middle front of the bonnet or to the froht
right side of the car. . : E

3.13 When the Flag is carried In a procession or a farade, it shall be either-on the
marching right, l.e. the Flag's own rght, or if there Is a line of ‘other flags, in front of
the centre of the iine. ' '

INCORRECT DISPLAY
3,14 A damaged or disheveled Fiag shall not be displayed:

3.1% The Flag shall not be dipped in salute to.any person or thing.

hereinafter provided, side-by side with the Natohal Flag; nar shall any object
Indwling floWers of garands or embleém-be pldced-on-or above the Flag-mzst’
froim "which the Flag Is flown. ,

345 No other flag of bunting shall bé placed h_i'gyéi' thah or abave er, &xcept &5

3.47 The Flag shall not be used & a fe’sboon,' rosette or bunting or in any otfics
manner for decoration.

348 The Flag shall not be used to caver a speaker's desk nor shall it be drapai .

over a speaker’s platform. ]
3.19 The Flag shall not be displayed with the “saffron™ down.
350 The Flag shall not be atiowed to touch the ground or the floor ot trafl ffi water.

.3.21 The Flag shall not be displayed or fastefied In &ny mannér & may damege .

MISUSE |
. 3.22 The Flag shall not be used as a drapery In any fom‘whatécze‘ver except ﬁv%_
" rate/Militiiry/Gentral Para millitary Forces funefals fierginafter provided. . -

323 The Flag shall not bé dfaped over the Hot; top, sides or back of B vehidsz,
- train or bodt. ’

3.24 The Flag shall rt be ised or ctordd Ih Such & manner as‘miay damage or &3
ft. | S

3,25 Wheén the Flagisin a aamdged or ééil_ed;gfonéiﬁbr‘\, it shafi Hot be "ciagsi a:,m. or
disrespectfully disposed of but shafl be déstrayed as a whale in privete,
preferabiy by burning ot by any other method consistent with the digaly i
the Flag. .

W)



3.26

2.27

3.28
3.29

3.30.

3.31

, 3.32
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The Flag shall not be used as @ covering for @ building.

The Flag shali not be used as a portion of a costume or upiform of any
description. It shall' not be embmidereo or printed upon cushions,
handkerchiefs, napkins-or hoxes. ’

Lettering of any kind shall not be put; upon the Flag.

The Flag-shall not be used ln‘any form of advertisement nor shall an
advertlslng sign be fastened to the pole from which the Flag i<' flown.

The Flcxg shall not be used as a receptacle for recelvma, delivering, holdm;y or
carrying anything.

Provided -that there. shaill be no ohjection to keeping flower petéls inside the
Flag before it is unfurled, as part of celebrations on special occasions. and on
National Days like the Republlc Day and the Independence Day.

_ SECTION VI
SALUTE

During the ceremony of holsting ¢r lowering the Flag or when the Fiag Is
passing in a parade or in a review, all persons. pregent should face the Flag
and stand at attention. Those present in uniform 'should render the appropriate
salute. When the Flag is in @ moving column, persons present will stand at
attention or salute as the Flag passes them. A dignitary may take the salute
without a head dress.

SECTIO'N' Vi _
DiSPLAY WITH FLAGS OF (_)THER NATIONS AND OF UNITED NATIONS
When displayed in a straight line with flags of other countries, the National
Flag shall be on the extreme right; i,e. If an observer weré to stand In tne

center of the row of the flags facing the audience, the National Flag should be
to his extreme right. The position is lifustrated in the diagram obelow:-

Flags of forelgn countries shall oroceed as from the National Flag in
alphabetical order on the basis of English versions of the names of the.
countries concermed. It would be permissible In such a cace to begin and alsg
to end the row of fiags with the Natjonal Flag and also to include National Flag
In the normal countrywise alphabetical order. The National Flag shall be
hoisted first and lowered last,
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3.34

In case f0e are tg po
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3.38

3.39

3.40

3.41

5

3.42

3.43

VThe' National Flag shall not be flown from .a single mast-head simultaneously

with any other flag or flags. There shall be separate mast-heads fcr different
flags. ' ‘

SECTION VIIL

'DISPLAY OVER PUBLIC BUILDINGS / OFFICIAL RESIDENCES

Normally the National Flag should be flown only on important public buildings

such as High Courts, Secretariats, Commissioners’ Offices, Collectorates, Jails

and offices of the District Boards, Municipalities and Zilla Parishads and
Dapartmental/Public Sector Undertakings. ) ’

In frontier areas, the National Flag may be fiown on the border customs posts,
check posts, out posts and at other special places where flying of the Flag has .
special significanca. In addition, it may be’flown on thie camp sites of border
patrols. : .

The National Flag should be flown on the officlal residences of the President,
Vice-President, Governors and Lieutenant Governors when they are at-
Headquarters and on the building in which they stay during their visits to
places outside the Headquarters. The Flag flown on the official residence
should, however, be brought down as soon ds-the dignitary leaves the
Headquarters and it should be re-hoisted on that bullding as he enters the
main gate of the building on return to the Headquarters. ‘When the dignitary is
on a visit to a place outside the Headquarters, the Flag should be haisted on
the building in which he stays as he enters the main gate of that building ang
it should be brought down as soon as he leaves that place. However, the Flag
should be flown from sun-rise to sun-set ‘on such official residences,
Irrespective of - whether the dignitary Is at Headquarters or not on the -
Reteubllc Day, Independence Day, Mahatama Gandhi's Birthday, National Week
(6% to 13™ April, in the memory of martyrs of Jalianwala Bagh), any other-
particular day of national rejoicing as may be speclified by the Government of
India or, in the case of a State, on the anniversary of formation of that State.

When the President, the Vice-President or the Prime Minister visits an
institution, the National Flag may be flown by the institution as a mark of

‘respect.

On the occasions of the visit to India by foreign dignitaries, namely, President,
Vice-President, Emperor / King or Heir Prince and the Prime Minister, the
National Flag may be flown along with the Flag of the foreign country
concerned in accorcance with the rulés contalned In Séction VII by such
private institutions as are according reception to the visiting forelgn dignitaries
and on such public buildings as the foreign dignitaries intend to visit on the

day of visit to the institution.

SECTION IX
DISPLAY ON MOTOR CARS
The privilege of ﬂying the National Flag on motor cats Is limited to the:-

) President;
) Vice-President;
)

(3) (3 Governors and Lieutenant Governors;



vt

4 @ Heads, of Trdlan Mis<tans/Posts abroad In the ratntries to whick -

‘they are acu'edlited :

5y (5)° Pritne Minister and other Gab!net Mm!sbers

Ministers of State'and Deputy: Ministers of the Union;- '
Chief Minister and other Cabinet Ministers of & State or Uniory Temtory
Ministers of Sta#e and Deputy Ministers of a State or Union Territory;.

6y (6) Speakér of the Lok Sabha;

Deputy Chairman-of the Rajya Sabha; .

Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha; o

Chalrmen of Leglstative Coundlls In Staites

Speakers of Legislative Assembliés in States and Un(on temmﬁ&s

Deputy Cha!rme-n of Legislative Councils in.States;

.Deputy Spéakexs of Legistativi Assemblies in Stat&s and Unkm‘terﬁtoﬂw

() (7 Chief Justice of India;

3.45

3.46

347

2.48

3.49

Judg&s of Suprérne Court;.
Chief Justice of High Courts;.
- Judges of High Coutts.

The dignitartes mentioﬁed 16 Clauses (5 J to (7) of paragraph 3.44 may fly the
National F!ag on their cars, wheneverthey conslder It neécessary of advisabile.

Whgn a foré1gh dlgmtary travels in-a car prov?ded by Goverﬁment, the:

National Flag will be flown on the right sidé of the car and the Flag of the

foreign oumtnes will be flown on the left side of the cat.
SE‘CTION X

)

"DISPLAY ON TRAINS / AIRCRAFTS

When the P*&sldeﬁt tavels by spedal tra!n within the' u:untry, the Natlonal

-Flag should be flown from the drivers cab on the side facing. the platfor of
‘the station from where the train departs. The Flag should. be flown ohly when
‘the special train is 'taruonary or when coming Into the ‘station where ft Is goinz

to halt

T‘ne Nationil FIag -will be fiown on the aimraft Canymg the Presx;lem; the Vigs- -

President or the Piime Minister on a visit to a forelgn coutitry. Aionque the
Natlonal Flag, the Flag of the' counitry Visited shibuld atéo bé flowrt but, when

the 2lreraft lands In countifes enroute, ‘the Naticmaf ags of the oountr!ez~
" touched would be flown Instead asa ge:ture o tolrtesy and gocxrmrt

',When ‘the ‘President goes on tour with.n India, the: National: Hag Wil Ea
, 'dlsplayed on the «,ide by wh!ch ‘the Pres(dent wm embark the éircréft or’
-disembark from it. . .

)

K



(4) (4) Heads of Indian Missions/Pcsts abroad In the countries to which

they are accredited;

5) 5 Prime Minister a.:d other Cabinet Mimsterc

Ministers of State and Deputy Minlsters of the Unlon;
Chief Minister and other Cablinet Ministers of a State or Union Territory;
Ministers of State and Deputy Ministers of a2 State or Union Territory;

(6) (6) Speaker of the Lok Sabha;

Dzputy Chalrman of the Rajya Sabha;
Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha;
Crairmen of Legislative Coungils in States
Speakers of Legislative Assemblies in States and Union territones
Deputy Chairmen of Legislative Counclis in States;
Deputy Speakers of Legislative Assembiies in States and Union territories;

(7) @ . © Calef Justice of Indla;

345

3.46

3.48

3.49

Judges of Supreme Court;
Chief Justice of High Courts;
Judges of High Courts.

The clignitaries mentioned. in Ciauses (SHYte (7)) of paragraph 3.44 may fly the
National Flag on thelr cars, whenever they conStder It necessary or advisable.

Whern a foreign dignitary travels in a car provided by Govammcnt the
National Flag will be flown on the right side of the car and the Flag. of the
foreign countries will be flown on the left side of the car.

| . SECTION X

DISF'LAY ON TRAINS / AIRCRAFTS

.When the President travels by special trein within the cbun;fy, the Nationzd

Flag should be flown from the driver’'s cab on the side facing the platform of
the station from where the train departs. The Flag should be tiown only whan
the special train is stationary or when comlnq into the siz}tion where it Xs goitg
to halt. .

The National Flag will be flown on the aircraft carrylng . the President, the Vicg-
President or the Prime Minister on a visit to a forelgn country. Alongsida thn
‘National Flag, the Flag of the country visited should also be flown but, when
the ‘alrcraft lands in countries enroute, the National Flags of the countries
touched woulid be flown instead, as a gesture of courtesy and goodwill.

When the Fresident goes. ‘on tour within India, the ’Natlonal Flag will be
displayed on the- side by which the Presldent will embark the aircraft oo
disembark fromv it.

SECTION X1

HALF-MASTING

3.50

In the-event of the death of the following dignitarjes, the National Flag shall b
half-masted at the places indicated against each on the day of the death of the
dign.tary -



3.53

3.55

President
, }Vtog'—!’r&stdent Thrgughout India
Prime Mirister
Speaker of the Lok Sabha , © Deint
Chief Justice of India. ’
Union Cabinet Minister * Deihl and State Capitats
Miriister of State or Deputy Minister of the Unlon Delhi .
Governor
“Lt. Governor ol
Chief Minister of a State ' Throughout the State or Union
Chief Minlster of a Union territoty ‘ territory. concerned.
Cabinet Minister in & State * Capital ¢f the State concerned.
351 If the Intimation of the dedth of any dignitary Is féceived in the afternoon; the

Flag shall be half-masted or the folowing day also at the place or places
indicated above, provided the fuiieral Ras not taken plce biefore sun-fise on
that day.

On the day of thé fufiéral of a dignitary mentioned above, the Fidg shed be
hatf-masted at the place where the funeral takes place.

If State mourning i to be observed ‘on the death of any dxgmtarv, the ﬂaq
shall be hatf-masted *throughout the geriod of the mourning- thmughwt Indiz

i the casé of the Union dxgmtarios and throughout the State or Udlon territdriy ,

concérned in the case of a State or Union territory’ digniary.

D

Hd‘-rm;stmg of the Flag znd, where necessary, obsérvance of State méui‘f*\ing

on the death of forexgn’ "dighttaries will be governéd by special instructions
which wilt issue from the Ministry of Horne Affalrs in individual cases.

No’cwith:tandmg the abové provisions, in thé event of a half-mast day:
_colnciding with the Republic Day, Independente Day, M Mahatama Gandhis:




&

(5

Birthday, National Week (6" to 13% April, in the reemory ol martyrs of
Jatianwala® Bagh), any ucher particular day of nrtional rejoicing as may be
specified by the Government of India or, in the case of a State, on the
anniversary of formation of that State; khe Flags shall not te fiown at half-
mast except over the building where the body of the deceased is lying untit

‘such time it has been removed and that Flag shall be raised 1o tha full-mast

position after the body has been remaved.
If mouming.we:e to be observed in a parade or procession where a Flag is

- carried, two streamers of black crepe shall be attached to the spear head,

allowing the streamers to fall naturaily. The use of black crepe tn such &
manner shall be only by ah_ order of the Government.

Wwhen flown at half~-mast, the Flad shall be hoisted to the peak for an instant, v
then lowered %:o. the half-mast position, but before lowering the Flag for the
day, it shall be raised again to the peak.

By half-mast is meant hauling down' the Flag to one half the distance
between the top and the guy-line and In the absence of the guy-line,
half.of the staff.

On orcasions of State/Military/Central Para-Military Forces funerals. the. Flag
shall be draped overthe bier or coffin with the saffron towards the head of tha

bier or coffin. The Flag shall not be iowered into the grave or burﬁt in the
pyre. “ '

’In the event of death of either the Hoad of the State or Head of thi

Government of a fore'ign country, the Indian Misslon accredited to that country
may fly the National F‘laé at half-mast even if that event falls on Republic Day,
Irdependance Day, Mahatama Gandhl’s Birthday, National Week (6™ to 13t
April, in the memory of martyrs of Jallanwaia Bagh) or any other parUCular day
of national rejoicing as may be specified by the Govemnment -of India. In the
event of death of any other dignitary of that country, the Nationai Flag should
not be flown at half-mast by the Misslpns except when the local practice ¢r
protocol (which should be ascertained from the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps,
wihere necessary) require that the National Flag of a Foteign Mission in that
country should also be flown at half-mast.
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Gavernment of Indi/Bharat Sarkar \
Minisury of Home Affairs/Grih Mantralaya

Public Section 14 gy 2014

* % ¥

North Block, New Delhi-1
Dated the July, 2014

To
The Chief Sccretaries / Administrators of
All State Governments / UT Administrations,
Secretaries of all Ministrics / Departmients of Govt. of India.
S'ubje’cts- St-ict compliance of the provisions contained in the Flag Code of India, 2002 and
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971~ regarding,
. ‘w/ - -
Sir/Macam,

I am directed to refer to this Ministry’s letter No. 15/3/2014-Public dated

[ 20.01.2014 on the subject noted above and to say that complaints aie being received by this

Ministrv about the insult or disrespect to the Indian National Flag on several occasions.

@ Accordingly, a copy each of the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 and Flag

|- Code of India, 2002 are enclosed herewith for strict compliance ot the provisions contained in
the Act and the Flag Code. You are requested to create awareness programme in this regard.

2. It has been brought to the notice of this Ministry that on important events, the
National Flag made of plastic are being used in place of paper Flags. Since, plastic flags are
not biodegradable like the paper flags, these do not get decomposed for a long time and are
harmful to the atmosphere. Further, ensuring the appropriate disposal of National Flags made of
plastic vith the dignity of the flag is a problen:. It may aiso be noted that as per Section 2 of the
Prevention of Insults to Nationai Honour Act, 1971- Whoever in any public place or in any other
place within public view burns, mutilates, defaces, defiles, disfigures, destroys, tramples upon or
otherwise shows disrespect to or brings into contempt (whether by words, either spoken or
~written, or by acts) the Indian National Flag or any part thereof, shall be punished with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both.

3. You are, therefore, requested to ensure that on important national, cultural and
sports events Flags made of paper only are used by public in terms of the provisions of the Flag
Code of India and 'such papers Flags are not discarded or thrown on the ground after the event.
Such Flags are to be disposed of in private consistent with the dignity of the Flag. Wide
publicity for not using the National Flag made of plastic should be made alongwith its
advertisement in the leading newspapers.

— Yours faithfully,

yrevme -
. AL €Y. ‘ AL L
Inward No o 1 e S §
51 Y603 i (Shyamadla Mohan)
=2 . 9 o i Director to the Government of India
e Tel. No. 2309 2687
rlian‘:h WO a2 N M L L i

PR e = VS W 8 4 s i oy e

Yo
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Cepy to:-
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Czbinet Secretariat, New Delhi.

President’s Sewy ariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, Wew 3
Vice-President’s Secretariat, New Delki.

Prime Minister’s Office, South Block, New Detiy,
Election Commission of India, New Delhi.

Lok Sabha Secretariat, Néw Delhi.

Rajya Sabha Secretariat, New Dethi.

Registrar, Supreme Court of India, New Cieliy,
Delhi High Colirt, New Delti.

Office of ComptroHer and Auditor Generel of fudis, Tyt e
The: Union Public Service Conittiissfor, Wew e
Central Vigilance Commission, New Dl
Planning Commission, Yojana Bhawar, Mew Deti,

2.
i,

All Attached & Subordinate Offices of the Winistry of Bume 8%

20 Spare Copies.

Brireiac 4o the

avessale Mok

5

Gﬁ-’:’mém@mﬁgf indin
- Vel Mo, 23(3@2%?
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; : No. 15/3/2014-Public o A
/i'! 21 JAN 2014 /,./ Government of [ndia/Bharat Sarkar “_—-7' :
/},’17 Ministry of Home Affairs/Grih Mantralaya g
MRA(NB) Fc & qO\M Public Section
W’W"/ngn“/P AN * %ok .
o O fo /RA&] -,
v L s : North Block, Mew Delhi-1

. Dated the /e January 2014
To . ‘ | ! ﬁ
v "' -+ The Chief Secretaries / Administrators of , 2 U v AN ?ﬁaa
' All State Governments / UT Administrations, : .
Secretaries of all Ministries / Departments of Govt. of India.

Subject:- Strict compliance of the provisions contained in the Flag Code of India, 2002 and
Prevénticn of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971- regarding. '

Sir/Madam,
¢ ’ : I am directed to refer to this Ministry’s letter No. 15/3/2)13-Public dated
®y - 17/18.01.2013 on the subject noted above and to say that compiaints are being received by this

Ministry about the insult or disrespect to the Indian National Flag on ssveral occasions.
Accordingly, a copy each of the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 and Flag
Code of India, 2002 are enclosed herewith for strict compliaice of the provisions contained in
the Act and the Flag Code. You are requested to create awareness programme in this regard.

2. It has been brought to the notice of this Ministry that on impurtant events, the
National Flag made of plastic are being used in place of paper Flags. Since, plastic Flags are
Aot biodegradable like the paper flags, these do not get destroyed for a long ttme. This affects
,‘the'dignity of the Flag. Also plastic, not being biodegradable, is harmful to the atmosphere.

3. You are, therefore, requested to ensure that on important national, cultural and
Sports events only Flags made of paper are used by public in terms of the provisions of the Flag
Code of India and such papers Flags are not discarded or thrown on the ground after the event.
Such Flags are to be disposed of in private consistent with the dignity of the Flag. Wide

@ publicity for not using the National Flag made of plastic should be made alongwith its
advertisement in the leading newspapers.

) ' Yours fajthfully,

" Encl.:- As above. ‘ ?%&i«%ﬁ
, (Shyama oban}

Director to the Government of Indie
Tel. No. 2309 23587

[



PRI L N O N NA T I N x ; -

THE § 1\1-} ;_:\ i {Qr» OF idhaiLrs i'O NATIONN GUNQUR ACH
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tAfMiendaed b}f m: revenuon of Tnyiig 1 Nationa] Honour lmendmient) 4 ¢ 20835

NO. 51 0f 2005 (20" December, 2003

An Act (o Prevent Insults to Nationa] Honour

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Twenty. second yvear of the Republic of Indis
as follows: -

L. SHORT TITLE AND EXTENT
T A0D EXTENT

(1) This Act may be cajled the revention of Insujts to National Honour 4cr.
1971,

(2)  Itextends to the whole of India.

2. INSULT TO INDIAN NATIONAL FLAG aAND CONSTITUTION OF INDI4

Whoever in any public placé or in any other place within publiz wiew buns,
mutilates, defaces, defiles, disfigures, desiroys, tramples upon of “ctherwise
gho___\y_s_g‘[isresoecm» ot brings into contempt (whether by words, eitfisr spoken &
';'nitt'en, Or by acts) the Indian National F lag or the Constitution of Indiz or 208
Bart thereof, shai] be punished with imprisonment for 4 torm which may extepa t
three years, or with fine, or with both.

k;;@_{anatjon ! — Comments expressing disapprobation or criticism of the Constimutign v g
of the Indian National F lag or of any measures of the Government with a VigWw {0 obtain
an amendtnent of the Constitution of Indjx Or an alterdtion of the Indian National E &g

: ~

by lawful tmeans do not constitute an offence under this section.

Exvlanation 2 ~ The Expression, “Indian Natjonal Flag” includes any picture, painting,
drawing or photograph, or other visible repretentation of the Indian National Flag, or of
any part or parts thereof, made of any substance ¢r represented on any substance:,

Expldriation 3 — The expression “publi¢ place™ means any place intended for use by, o

——t

accessible 1o, the public and inclydes any public convevance.
*Explanation 4 - The disrespect to tke Lﬁdiézi National 'ﬂag'nilea_ns and includes---

() 4 g‘ross affront or indignity offerad to the Indian National F lag: or

(b)  dipping the Incian National Flag it saluts o afly person or thing; or

(c) ﬂying the Indian National Flag at half-mast EXCeEpt on vceasions on witich

the Flag is flown at half-mast on public buildings in accordance with the
instructions issued by the Government; or

)

Y




{aj  wsing the Indien Natonal Fla g cirapprx‘ in any torm whatsoever excent
1 state funerals or armed foices or other para-military forezs funerals; or
/.f
(&) #using the Indian National Flag.-
1 as a portion of costume, uniform nr 2ccessory of any descrinfion
which is worn below the waist ol any parson; or
(i) by embroidering or printing it on cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins,
undergarments or any dress material; or
(f) putting any kind of inscription upon the Indian National Flag; or
() using the Indian National Flag as a receptacle for receiving, delivering or
carrying anyvthing except flower petals before the Indian National Flag is
unfurled as part of celebrations on special occasions including the
Republic Day or the Indzpendence Day; or®
(h)  using the Indian National Fl'\z as covering for a statue or a moaument or a
i speaker’s desk or a speaker’s platform; or
e’
(i) ailowing the Indian National Flag to touch the ground or the floor or trail
in water intentionally; or
€h draping the Indian National Flag over the hood, top, and sices or vack or
on a vehicle, train, boat or an aircraft or any ther similar chiect: or
. (k)  using the Indian National Flag as a covering for a bulding or
P ) intentionally displaying the Indian National Flag with the “saffron” down.
3. PREVENTION OF SINGING CF NATIONAL ANTHEM
Whoever intentionally prevents the singing of the Indian Naticnal Anthem =
czuses disturbances to any assembly engaged in such singing shali be punished w:h
imprisonment for a term, which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both.
3
¥

*3A  MINIMUM PENALTY ON SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENCE

-

Whoever having already been cenvicted of an offence under section 2 or section 3
is again convicted of any such offence shall be punishable [or the second and for every
subsequent offence, with imprisonment for a term, which shall not be less than one vear.

Note 1: * Inserted vide The Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(/«mendment) Act, 2073 (No. 31 of 2003 Jated 8 5.2003)

Note 2: # Inserted vide The Prevention of Insults to Nationa! Henour
(Amendment) Act, 2005 (No. 51 of 200¢ dated 20.12.2005)
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