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ETECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhl-110001

No.3/7/2oLa/SDR/ oated: 26u sept.,2014

The chief'Electoral Officers of
All States and UTs.

Sub: General lnstructions on election related advertisements and defacement of
property- initructlons regarding display of advertlsements on govt. owned
vehicles.

Sir/Madam,

fhe commission's circular l€rtter No. 3/7 lzooghs'll/, dated 7th October,2008,

contains the instructions and guidelines to be followe4 iQ the matter of displav of

election related ad.vertisements through hoardings, banners, poslers etc' The said

instructions mainly deal with advertisemgnts on static ProPerty and regarding display

of flags and stickers on private vehicles.

2. The issue of display of advertisements on buses of state Road Transport

Corporations and Municipal Corporations have been raised befo'e the Commission'

In some cases, there are provisions for advertisement'panels on the buses for display

of advenisements. There may be cases where Such advertisement'panels'ere let out

ta advertising agencies fgr allocation to various client! durlng certein periods as per

the contract entered into bY them'

3. The Commission has considered the issue whether political advertisements

may be permitted to be displayed on State Road Transport Corporation (SRTC) buses

and other State owned vehicles. The Commission has examined the mattel in its

entirety keeping in view the spirit of Model Code of Conduct and the concept of level

playing field for all stakeholders.

4. Level playing field envisaged unier the Model Code of Conduct is a very vital

aspect for ensuring free and fair et'-'ctions A parw should not be in a position to take

undue advantage on account of lt being in polUer in the govt' This will put the other

oarties and cont€stants at a disadvantageaus position and will disturb the level

playing field, adversely affecting the fairn€ss of election'
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s. The buses of the S 

I

bou",.n''"nt conceroed. ;.':t:"T,r:i:1J#T.':il:t:i ;: ::#:corporations. Advertisement spac:ei on the buses of such corporations woold becapable of being cornered by the ruling party or parties. rn these cases, rt will notbe practically possible to. en5

advertisementi, oott in tu.r", 
equltable sharing of space for the purpose of

rfthe quantiry as well as for particular bus routes, i.e..through crowded areas and thos€, going. through less crowded ptaces. There isreasonabre rikerihood that the atothent of advertsement ipaces on sucn vehicres islikely to be manipulated more so In tpolttically important constituencies and as such itwit not be easy to ensure equitabr€ distrtbution of advertisemenr space on the
ouses.

5. After having duly considered all aspects of the matter, the comrnisslon, in
exercise of its powers under Article 324 (1) of the Constitutlon, and tn the interest ofconduct of free and fair elections. has directed that State Road Transport
Corporation buses and buses owned by Municipel Corporations etc. and other govt.
owned vehicles sha[ riot be used for display of political advertis€ments during theperiod when the Model;Code of Conduct ls in force In connection with elections to
the House of the people or State legislative Assembly or Staie tegistative Council
from Council Constltuengles.

6. These instructions may be brought to theSnotice of the Transpon oepartment

a,t\"t*

ofth€ State GovL/UT Adirinistration and e authorities concerned for comptiance.

Yours faithfullS
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